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You may have seen these postcards before in dealers boxes and 
wondered what they were. Commonly called "Dear Doctor" 
postcards they were sent out by drug manufacturers to doctors 
and medical personnel advertising specific drugs. Each was 
mailed from an exotic locale with an interesting native scene on 
the front and the sales pitch on the reverse, typically starting 
with the salutation "Dear Doctor," hence their nickname. 
Abbott Labs headquartered in Chicago, Illinois sent theirs out 
between 1956 and 1968. Over 180 face-different postcards in 
10 languages and sent to 36 countries and territories have been 
documented to date with subtle and not-so-subtle differences 
found on the message side. They're now over 50 years old! 


P.^ e g 
This presentation will introduce you to the wealth ev Fi 
of variety among them. Plan to have fun! «^. * 











All Abbott postcard mailings advertised one barbiturate drug, 
trademarked "Pentothal," their brand name for thiopental 
sodium. It was widely used as an anesthetic injection used to 
put pre-op patients to sleep. It may be more familiar as “truth 
serum" to the spy-era generation of the 1950s and 1960s. 
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to as many as 
250,000 recipients. Most were trashed as junk mail, 
while others kept them as curiosities--thankfully! 





Let's first look at a postcard’s deltiological differences. All 
mailings used native cards originally printed in their country of 
use. Here's an example of a card used from Chile showing Rio 
Mapocho in the capital of Santiago. Abbott printed their own 
message and other details over these. That included the 
postcard's left half and sometimes the text in the center 


vertical section, as you can see on the card on the S 
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Abbott's overprinting is the source of Dear Doctor 
card non-philatelic differences and varieties. 





Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film 


Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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We're going to start out with an easy one. Look 
closely at these two cards. Other than the person 
each is addressed to, what's different about them? 





Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film 


Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ"' 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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Absolutely nothing! The complete mailing of these 
cards from Greenland was accomplished on only 
one day using the same stamp and postmark. 





Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOO" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 


Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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Same card on the left, different card on the 
right. Any difference between these two? 





Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 


2 Native sealers from Greenland, 
» picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko Ko. 
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The written message is the same and in the 
same handwriting, but spaced differently. The 
right card is missing "Dear Doctor" and was sent 
toanurse. "Nurse" was used on later mailings. 





4 Native sealers from Greenland, 
. picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
4 taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 


Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ"' 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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Same card on the left, different card on the 
right. What's the difference? 
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The right card was sent to Canada, and yes, 
Canada is spelled wrong! None the less it 

arrived at its destination. There's one more 
difference between these. Did you catch it? 





y Native sealers from Greenland, 
. picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOO" 
4 taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 


Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOQ" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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“Trade Mark" was added under the drug name 
on the card sent to Canada. 
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Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOO" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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Here’s an easy one, both mailed to Canada. 
What’s the difference? 





Native sealers from Greenland, 
picture from the Greenland film "OIVITOO" 
taken by Nordisk Film Ko. 
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Parles vous francais? Even if you don’t read 
French, the recipient of the right postcard was 
expected to. The doctor had also moved! 
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Perhaps you prefer Spanish, as in this example 
to Peru? Other postcards from this mailing are 
known to have been sent to Argentina, Belgium, 
the Belgian Congo, Germany, Italy, and Sweden. 
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Can you spot what's different between these two 
cards, one to the US and one to Canada, other than 
the text of one appearing darker than the other? 
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Again, there is a difference showing a registered 
mark on the US card and “Trade Mark” text on the 
Canadian card, but now on the vertical dividing line. 
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This mailing was sent from the warmer climate 
of French Polynesia and the island of Tahiti. 
What's the difference? 
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You’re right if you noticed a difference in message 


“handwriting.” 


In fact, four are known. This part of 


each card was printed, not handwritten! Addresses 
appear mimeographed on, also in different “fonts.” 
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FLORENCE - View across river Arno showing the 
13th Century Cathedral rising above the city. 
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PENTOTHAL SODIUM 








FLORENCE - View across river Arno showing the 
[3th Century Cathedral rising above the city. 
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a mis sur le marché son Pentothal. 
Des preuves cliniques solides 
expliquent la faveur croissante 
dont jouit le Pentothal gráce à 
ses nombreux avantages. 
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Both of these cards from Florence, Italy were sent 
to Canada, one in English, one in French. But why 
is one message in script and the other typed? Not 
sure. The French text goes into a bit more detail. 








Pay attention to the center dividing line on the message side. In 
some cases you will find a small letter at the bottom of it that 
relates to the language of the card. With a very few exceptions 


here they are... 


A - English text to doctors or hospitals in USA 

B - English text to doctors in Canada 

C = English text (no salutation) to nurse-anesthetists in USA 
D = French text 

E = Dutch text 

F = Greek text or German text 

G = Italian text, Spanish text, or Portuguese text 
H = Spanish text 

| = not recorded/reported 

J = Swedish text 

K = Swedish text 

S = Swedish text 


as compiled by Roger Cichorz of Boulder, Colorado 
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If you've been paying attention so far, you'll remember to look 
for the following that may differentiate one card from another 
based on deltiological aspects... 


== Salutation present or missing 


=» Language of the message 


= Message “handwritten” or typed 
=> Address label used or printed directly on the card 


=» Image found on the picture side of the card 


But there are plenty more philatelic varieties to look sd : 
for among Dear Doctor postcards! Philatelists, there "M e 
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Although only postcards sent from India were endorsed 
“BY SEA MAIL," all Dear Doctor postcard mailings were 
sent at the surface rate, the least expensive method of me ri v 


posting to reduce costs. S | 
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Sometimes different stamps were used bearing the 
same postage total going to the same country, as 
shown here. Also note the use of the "Dear Nurse 
Anesthetist" salutation on this 1966 mailing instead 
of being absent on pre-1964 mailings. There was a 
different message to doctors versus nurses. 





SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE. 
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Look closely. Why might the left postcard have 4'^d 
postage from Australia while the one on the left have 


only 3d? 


Simmons Limited Print 





JOHN J, STUBBS, M,D, 
121 S, HIGHLAND AVE, 
PITTSBURGH 6, PA, 
U.S.A. 


SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE. 


OPENED TO TRAFFIC I9TH MARCH, 19 
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JOHN J, STUBBS, M,D, 
121 S, HIGHLAND AVE, 
PITTSBURGH 6, PA, 
U.S.A. 


SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE. 
OPENED TO TRAFFIC I9TH MARCH, 


19 
COST OF CONSTRUCTION (MAIN ARCH AN 
APPROACHES) £A. 7,135,305. 
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As part of the British Commonwealth, mail from 
Australia to Canada was able to travel at a reduced 


rate, in this case at a 33% discount from the US rate. 


Most Abbott mailings took place over several days 
rather than just a single day like this one. 
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Are you up for a challenge? Specialize in one of the 
Abbott mailings that took place over an extended 
time. Mailings from Ruanda-Urundi are recorded as 
posted between July 17, 1959 to October 9, 1960. 
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Postmark collectors will find a wealth of varieties. 


We Mapocho. Sastago* CHILE 


hi TARJETA 
Daan ar Lanka. ` 

Y Wo Aas, bend 
Aba 3960 Walla ut 
Ontanaga Oel, 100 nilan wida . 
qun i 047 Rind Ee. T ECT oo 
und AR QU Su. A "was CARRIC B FISHER PAL Wore ha, H,000 | 


D , © PENN SI " 
eas. Dua. CARLISLE PA 12C13 published napa 
Ee m . BALA 


PENTOTHALS SODIUM (Sodium Thiopental, Abbott) 


Nelson's Column, Trafalgar Square 


coLoy, 
LONDON 


M 
P D 


Am iRST D. 


A 
4 








LI 


rate 





-— 


(WOSTY ës EEN WHOS vYYHIOIN34 





IMPRIMÉ 


liev Mactan: x N 
PENTOTHAL Av Hrubej ay : =e 
— naan H CH GE 

utt AS: Cantino EN || ETA e S 
p» 9» su ode gnete? ES 
than Jooo ec 
wereld a d. Govt t 
Jo ite Srtermatignal 





Log Thonaco. C FUERTE. 
iE DL AER (ALE BREEZY PATH 
Sa ASAR BONHAM ROAD 


HONG KONG 





rw; 


First day cover collectors will find material, too! 





Dear Doctor, 


Newfoundland — gateway to 
Eastern Canada. 30 years ago a 
new intravenous anaesthetic 
stood on the threshold of medi- 
cine: Pentothal (thiopental). 
Since then it has successfully 
been used by doctors across 
Canada and around the globe. 
Pentothal will be of great bene- 
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PUNTA ARENAS, CHILE — Reconsiruction of Fort Bulnes, overlooking the 
Strait of Magsilan. 
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Finding postcards with auxiliary markings of dis kind are 
a plus, especially those that can help determine how 
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Let's summarize some of philatelic aspects to look out for... 


gun Stamps used 
KO Destination country 


=» Rate of the postcard mailing 


== Cancellation used 


== Date of the cancellation 





=» Auxiliary markings of any kind 
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Now for bloopers! Yes, even postcard printers make goofs. 
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Someone mixed up western Canada with South America! 
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WILLIAM E, HENKEN, M. D, 
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A favor mailing, including a handwritten tag line and address? 
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| hope you found this presentation interesting. Perhaps 
you may be the next person to get hooked on collecting & 
"Dear Doctor" postcards! Check out the web site! 





